FFP Tech Tip: Batch Functions

FireFamily Plus Version 4.0 introduces “batch” functionality which uses two terms, Run and

Batch.

A “Run” is when you generate a report with output in almost any FFP module.

e A “Batch” is a collection of one or more Runs.

To facilitate building batch jobs “Runs" can be saved in the active database. All the “Working
Set” parameters in the run are saved. Saved runs can be used to 1) build batch jobs consisting of
two or more saved runs, or 2) reload the run settings and Run FFP in the "classic" mode.

Saving Runs. Run Saving is toggled on or off by clicking on the “Enable Run Saving” line in

the Batch menu.
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Maintaining Saved Runs. Deleting of saved runs is done by selecting the Saved run
maintenance option which brings a screen of options where you can also turn run saving on and
off and select if you want to limit the number of runs saved in the database, and if so, by number
of runs or most recent runs. You can also delete all runs (Purge all saved runs and batches) or
selectively delete runs (Manual Run Maintenance).

Saved Run Maintenance ﬂ

Saved runz take up space in the databaze.

To maximize zyztem performance and minimize dizk uzage, you may chooze to periodically delete old or unuzed wns,
ar dizable the saving of runz altogether.

- - Fiun Saving will be dizabled. Mo mnz will be saved, no batch jobz will be able to be
I Disable Fun Saving created from ung created when "Dizable Run Saving” iz selected.

Select the zaved ruh maintenance scheme you wish to uze,

& Mumber of Records & mawimurn of I'l a0 runs will be saved in the database.

When thiz limit haz been reached, the oldest saved runs will be deleted asz new ones
are added.

" Least Fecently Used A masirum of |1 o0 runs will be zaved in the databasze.

“When thiz limit haz been reached, wins which have not been recently used will be
deleted as hew ones are added. Runz which have been acceszed in the lagt 2 wesks
will not be deleted.

= Mone Mo archiving scheme will be uzed.

[This method i not recommended. as the databasze will continue to grow, and may slow
down FireF amily Plus. ]

Purge all zaved runz and batches. .. | Manual Run Maintenance |

Manual Run Maintenance is the most flexible and useful. Here you can see the basic run
information, including if the run is used in any batches. You can delete all or selected runs.

Manual Saved Run Maintenance x|

Existing Runs: Sork By: |RUHID =
Delete | RunID | sIGfsta | Years | Ann. Filter | Description | CreatedOn | LastRun | In Batches |
1 240107 1954-2006 Jan 1-Dec 3l Climatology: ERC Z007009021-12:29:04  2007/09/27-14:55:39  3{1,2,3)
|:| 2 101025 1954-2006 Jan 1-Dec 3l Climatology: ERC Z007009021-12:29:51  2007/09/21-12:48:05 L1 (1)
O 3 101025 19542006 Jan 1-Dec 31 Climatology: ERS, BI, IC 2007/0%21-12:34:35  2007/09(27-14:55:39 1 (2)
O 4 101028 2000-2006  Jan 1-Dec3l  Daily Listing: Temp, MeanTemp, MinTe 2007/09/21-12:39:00  2007/09/21-12:45:28 1 (3)
O 5 101028 2000-2006  Jan 1-Dec31  Friday in Minneapalis - Climatology: Me 2007/09/21-12:49:02  2007/09/21-12:49:02 0



Restoring Runs. Select “Restore previous run settings...” from the Batch menu

FireFamily Plus - testing_batch.mdb - Working Set

File [ata “eather Fires ©Options | Batch  Window Help

reate new batch
H|=| &g
Manage batch lisk
testing_batch.mdb - YWorking
Restare previous run setkings. ..

Inkerackive
D atabaze Mame: IE:'\DDDuments z
Saved run maintenance. .

D escription: ey # Enable Run Saving

Select a Run ID and click on the Load Settings button and confirm or cancel your selections.

i Restore settings from a previously saved run - |EI|£|

Select arun..————— —Filter list by:
’7 Fun ID- ID SIGASta: I Description: I
Fier st~ |
... or zelect from a list:
RunlD | 51G/Sta | Years | Ann. Filter | Description | Cre.
240107 1954-2006  Jan 1-Dec3  Climatology: ERC 2007/09/2
2 101028 1954-2006 Jan 1-Dec3  Climatology: ERC 2007/09/2
3 101028 1954-2006 Jan 1-Dec31  Climatology: ERC, Bl IC 2007/09/2
4 101028 2000-2006  Jan 1-Dec3 Daily Listing: Temp, MeanTemp, MinTemp, MaxTemp 2007,/08/2°
5} 101028 2000-20068  Jan 1-Dec3 Frday in Minneapolis - Climatology: MaxRH, ERC 2007,/03/2
L | 2+
Feverze sort Cancel |

Restore settings from previously saved run... il

Y'ou are about the restore the settings from a previously saved i (D

I 3
coret_|

FireFamily Plus x|

& Settings have been restored from saved run #3,

The working set will be established from the settings for the selected Run.




Building Batches. In the Batch menu, select Create new batch.
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Enter a description to identify the batch (batch name) and check the runID’s to include.
If you have many save runs you can filter and sort by Sig Name/Station Number or description
(i.e. Climatology or Daily Listing) to make it easier to choose.

i Create new batch (from previously saved runs)... ;|g|1|

— Mew batch description:

ISW’ Maontana Fire Potential

— Filter ligt by:

5IG/5ta | Description: Filter list |

Runs to include in this batch:

Include? RunlD |5IE!5ta| Years | Ann. Filter | Description
240107 1954-2006 Jan 1-Dec3 Clmatology: ERC

1
a 2 101028 1954-2006  Jan 1-Dec3l  Clmatology: ERC
X 3 101028 1954-2008  Jan 1-Dec31  Clmatolage ERC, B, IC
| 4 101028 2000-2006 Jan 1-Dec31  Daily Listing: Temp, MeanT emp, MinTemp, MaxTemp
O 5 101028 2000-2006  Jan 1-Dec31  Frday in Minneapolis - Climatology: MaxRH, ERC
<] | i

Reverse zort | Select Al | Deselect Al | | Create batch I Caticel |

When you have completed your selection, click on “Create batch” and then Create now or
Cancel.

Create new batch from saved runs... x|

A new batch will be created from the selected saved runs.

I S Montana Fire Potenhial

coos |




Maintaining and Running Batches. In the Batch menu, select Manage batch list and select the
batch you want to run or maintain.
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Then select the appropriate button:

o Run Classic: Runs all the reports in the batch and creates (many many) windows in the FFP
application

o Run Auto-Save: Runs all the reports but saves all reports and graphs to a location you define
(see Batch Options below).

o Create New: Allows you to create a new batch as described above.

Edit/View: Allows you to view and edit (add or delete Runs).

o Delete: Delete a batch.

O

x|
|
B atchlD | Descrption | CreatedOn LastRun |
1 test 1 2007/09/21-12:31:55
2 test 1 and 3 2007/09/21-12:35:39
3 test 1 and 4 2007/09/21-12:40:1
St Mantana Fire Patential 2007/10412-11:46:43

Fiun Clazzic Fiun Auto-5 ave Create Mew Edit / Wiz Delete |




If you select Run Auto-Save the files will be saved to a location set by Options->Batch/Run
Options.
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Batch/Run Options

Selecting the Batch Autosave tab allows you to define the folder where output will be stored. It
also allow you to set the graphic resolution and file type.

Batch / Run Options 5'

General batch options  Bateh AutaSave |

Save images to directory/folder: Close |
IC:'\tmp

Browze for folder

Save at resolution: |B4EI ¥ |4EEI
File Type: LIS -

From the select folder a directory tree will be created based on the BatchID and the RunID’s in
the batch. For the above example you will get a completion window

FireFamily Plus x|

Batch Autosave Run Complete
4 reports and graphs created,

Output saved to: CitmplBatchd

with files being save in subdirectories Runl and Run3 since those are the runs in the batch.
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ALL BATCH AUTOSAVE FILES ARE OVERWRITTEN IN SUBSEQUENT
EXECUTIONS OF SAME BATCH RUN.



The “General batch options” tab lets select to override the default “Run” description as runs are
saved. If “Prompt” is checked you can edit the run description before every run.
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